History
Founded in 1921, Kappa Epsilon (KE) is a national, professional pharmacy fraternity. Although KE
membership was originally just for women enrolled in an accredited school of pharmacy, KE is now open
to both men and women.
Mission
Our mission is to empower our members to achieve personal and professional fulfillment by developing
their confidence self-esteem, interpersonal skills, and leadership vision while representing the interests
of the membership to healthcare professionals and the community-at-large.
Relationship to Parent Organization
The UMKC Omega Chapter of the national Kappa Epsilon organization was chartered on April 12, 1958.
Major Activities
When you think about Kappa Epsilon, one of your first thoughts should be “community service”, as
we are well known for our vast community service projects in the local Kansas City area. Additionally, our
two primary national community service projects are promoting breast and ovarian cancer awareness. We
also strongly enjoy our initiative to teach elementary school children about poison prevention.
Poison prevention is a program supported by KE to present information to local elementary school
students about what dangers to avoid in their homes and when they go to a friend’s house. This is a great
opportunity for our members to get in front of an audience that requires them to speak in such a way so
as to not be confusing with large scientific words; this skill is invaluable to our future patients. KE’s
support of breast cancer awareness is one of the key projects that we engage in annually. To promote
breast cancer awareness, KE hosts an annual bowling tournament, in which the proceeds are donated to a
local breast cancer charity, the Young Survival Coalition. KE has also recently begun an initiative to
support ovarian cancer awareness as well. We also reach out to local and national cancer organizations;
to local and regional physicians and medical practices; and to anyone who has been personally impacted
by breast and ovarian cancer.
Members of KE believe that serving others is fun. Rx Factor, a pageant style competition between
the four UMKC health professional schools, is an event that combines community service with
excitement. Contestants from the Schools of Dentistry, Medical, Nursing and Health Studies, and
Pharmacy compete in categories that include scrub wearing, talent and a Q/A session. Proceeds from the
event are disbursed between philanthropies designated by Kappa Epsilon and the top two contestants.
Additional local community service projects extend to Harvesters, the Community Blood Center, the
Ronald McDonald House and Angel Tree, to name a few.

Social
Though our schedules are busy, we don’t forget to have fun! While chapter activities change every year,
some common activities include rush events, holiday parties, pledge-in ceremonies, initiation
ceremonies, Big/Little Sib night, and social/fellowship gatherings. Members have the opportunity to
participate in several fun-filled activities throughout the school year. Previous activities have included
rock climbing, corn maze, laser tag, ice cream socials, Dave & Busters, Teocali, BBQ social, etc.
Awards
The Omega Chapter has received many awards throughout the years for our involvement, community
outreach, and leadership on the campus as well the national levels:








2012-2013 National Alumni Involvement Honorable Mention
2010-2011 National Chapter of the Year Runner-up
2009-2011 National Project Excellence Award PharmCORP
2009-2010 UMKC Student Government Association’s Most Active in Community Service Award
2006, Professional Fraternity Association, National Community Service Award
2006, UMKC Student Government Association Best Service Organization
2003-2004 National Chapter of the Year Award
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How to Join
If you are interested in becoming a loyal and valuable member of Kappa Epsilon, we would love to talk
with you and encourage you to get involved early! By joining KE, not only will you be entitled to all we
have to offer as a lifelong member, you will also form friendships while expanding both your social and
professional networks. Every officer and member will be thrilled to talk with you about KE. We look
forward to meeting you!

