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UMKC 
Neighborhood Advisory Council 

June 7, 2017 
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Facilitated by Dee Evans/Bruce A. Chladny 
 
 

NAC Members in Attendance 
Kathleen Arthur  
Les Cline 
Pat Gallagher 
Doug Ghertner 
Martha Hogerty 
Renee Neades 

 Terry Rodeghier 
Jim Wanser 

  

NAC Members Not in Attendance 
Jason Pryor 

 
UMKC Staff in Attendance 
 Michael Bongartz 
 Dee Evans 
 Kim Johnson 
 Troy Lillebo 
 Sharon Lindenbaum 
 Angela McDonald 
 Bob Simmons 

Dr. Jeff Traiger 
 

Public in Attendance 
Tom McGee, and Leah Fitzgerald, Van Trust 
Trace Allison (Property Manager, UMKC Homes/ Cohen Esrey)  

 
Meeting Convened at 6:01 pm 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
At 6:01pm on Wednesday, June 7, 2017 Dee Evans, UMKC, welcomed all guests to the 
UMKC Neighborhood Advisory Council (NAC) bi-monthly meeting.  She invited everyone 
in attendance to introduce themselves. Dee reminded attendees to sign the sign-in sheets 
at the back of the room. 



2 
 

 
2. Consent Agenda 

Dee Evans inform the group that she would facilitate the meeting, as this was Bruce’s last 
meeting with the council. Dee introduced the Consent Agenda and the items that it 
contained.  There was clarification made that some homes are owned by the Trustees and 
some are owned by the Curators. With no other discussion, Doug Ghertner made a 
motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented. Les Cline second the motion. The 
motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented passed unanimously.  
 

 
3. Old Business 
 

UMKC Homes Property Management Selection Update  
Bob Simmons updated the NAC on the (10) year anniversary of out sourcing of the 
property management for Trustee and Curator homes. There were four teams in the 
interview process, which were then narrowed down to two. The second round of 
interviews were this week. Criteria included the company’s experience, personnel, 
marketing, maintenance, and a financial component that rolled into the overall evaluation 
score. The decision was made to select Cohen-Esrey as the management company, 
looking at a (1) year agreement with annual renewals up to a total of 5 years. Pat 
Gallagher and Les Cline have been informed of the discussion and decisions during the 
interview process and were available for comments to UMKC. There are plans moving 
forward to resolve some of the tenant relations and marketing issues discussed in the 
past.  
 
There was no further discussion.  
 
Troost Development RFQ/RFP Update 
The RFQ’s were issued soon after the April meeting. Four developers responded and all 
were selected to submit a proposal: CarrBaierCrandall/EPC, Milhaus+UC-B, Troostworthy, 
which are all local teams, and The Vecino Group, from Springfield MO. These proposals 
are due to UMKC by July 11.   The NAC will receive the proposals by email prior to the next 
meeting. It is anticipated that the August 2 meeting will be the time to review the proposal 
with each developer and provide NAC input. Criteria for the ultimate selection includes 
the team’s ability to deliver the project, similar experience, a sense of openness to design 
and neighborhood/community engagement and the financial component.  The city 
signage standards were in the RFQ.  
 
The final proposal selected will be presented to the Board of Curators at their September 
28/29, 2017 meeting for approval. (Handout: RFP - Proposed Redevelopment of Troost 
Avenue Properties, 5300-5400 Blocks of Troost Avenue, KCMO.) 
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Legislative Update Operating Budget Cuts 
The State budget cut has been a $35 mil impact to UM System and for UMKC it is about 
50 positions. UMKC is still working through the budget process. The Chancellor and 
Provost held a town hall with faculty and staff to describe the process and changes 
necessary to meet the funding short fall. 
 

4. New Business 
Van Trust Development Brookside 51 (Presentation) 
Bob introduced Tom McGee and Leah Fitzgerald from VanTrust Real Estate. Leah 
provided an overview of the project and said that a late fall completion of the base 
building is anticipated. The Whole Foods area of the construction will be turned over in 
about a month. There is approximately 8 months work before opening for Whole Foods, 
although an official opening date has not yet been announced. The graphic design panel 
elements are planned for the south side of the parking structure and will be seen 
toward the end of the project.  Exact timelines for completions and openings are 
difficult to determine at this point due to three contractors needing to be on site at 
once. The announcement was made that the Whole Foods on Metcalf in Overland Park 
will be closing when the Brookside 51 store opens and that the Brookside 51 store will 
become a flagship store.  
 
Bob reported that it is hoped that the UMKC space would be occupied by January 2018. 
Coordination in moving those student services from Troost will depend heavily upon 
other parts of the construction.  
 
Street closures along 51st Street will occur in June 2017 for construction of a separate 
City water service project. The week of July 10th street will be closed for milling overlay 
and curbing. City water services will be back for additional work on west side of 
Brookside after that. After the fabrication work is complete, the city will return and the 
street closure will be July 31 through August 4. Street closure will be contingent on the 
weather. Dee will send the street closure schedule to the NAC members as they are 
received from VanTrust. 

  
Tom stated that the website name is Brookside 51 and there is a website where 
information can be located about the apartments: http://www.brookside51.com/ . The 
leasing office will be open soon. Currently have 170 persons with interest in leasing.  
 
UMKC Campus Master Plan – September 2017 Update 
Martha Hogerty first inquired about the progress of the upgrade to the Trustees owned 
51st Colonial shops. Troy reported that the final bidding documents have been sent to 
contractors and final numbers are expected back by the June 19th.  The second key piece 

http://www.brookside51.com/
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of the project is the commissioning of a mural on both the east and west sidesof the 
shops, with a goal of something that projects a lot of energy and vitality with the UMKC 
and community connection. We are talking to ART KC and a few other organization on 
how to go about this process.  
 
Bob distributed copies of the 2013 Master Plan Update. UM System President Choi has 
requested that all campuses update their plan by the Board of Curators board meeting in 
September. Bob briefly described that the master plan is a reflection of the campus 
strategic planning first and the physical master plan second. The UMKC mission and vision 
statements remain the same as is consistent with an urban research institute.  
 
The rapid pace of construction has slowed in last 3 years as no new buildings have been 
built.  Since the 2013 plan we completed:  

 Renovation of Spencer Theater Renovation and Olson Performing Arts Center 
Lobby Addition  

 Renovation of the second / third floor of the Miller Nichols Library 

 Relocation of the Kansas City Young Matron Clubhouse 

 Renovation of a house on Rockhill Circle for Greek LIfe Housing 
We are also under Construction on the Phase I Spencer Hall/School of  Biological Sciences 
project and the Troost Avenue development project is undergoing developer selection 
 
On Hospital Hill we have completed: 

 Renovation of one quadrant of a floor of the School of Medicine for research 
activities 

 
The Robert W. Plaster Free Enterprise Center funding is still held up pending the 
Governor’s decision on any release of the withheld funds.  

 
In the upcoming Legislative session we will be requesting the second phase of funding for 
the Spencer Hall/ School of Biological Sciences project. We are also still awaiting pending 
Governor’s action for funding of the Conservatory Music & Dance (Downtown Art 
Campus). In a fully private funding effort, we are looking at expanding Flarsheim Hall with 
a School of Computing & Engineering education and research lab addition.  

 
Meetings will be scheduled with faculty, students and staff to continue the master plan 
process. It might be good for the NAC to meet in September. This will give NAC the 
opportunity for any last minute items they might think about before the September 28th 

Board of Curator’s meeting.  
 

Jim inquired if there has been any new dialog around Epperson House. Bob has toured 
the KC Historic Foundation members through the site. It is likely at least a $15 million 
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project for historic restoration. It would need to be public/private partnership to raise the 
funds.  

 
Les inquired about the Center for Neighborhoods and its funding source. It is also pending 
the Governor’s withholding action of $400,000. The center is operating at 4747 Troost and 
has graduated three neighborhood leaders’ classes.  NAC members expressed that there has 
been a lot of positive feedback from neighborhood leaders.  

 
 

5. Neighborhood Advisory Council Guidelines 
Dee reported that the selection guidelines created last March described how the NAC 
members were selected for the newly formed advisory council. What was not included in the 
guidelines was the process for turnover of NAC members or any term limits.    

 
Dee requested that each member consider remaining on the council for another year, as we 
work through the new process for member selection and term limits.   

 
6. Announcements 

 
Martha attended the City Neighborhood & Public Safety meeting. The committee adopted 
an ordinance for all city parks (221) parks will be open from 5am – midnight with a 
resolution for the City Manager work with Park Department to improve the safety of 
residents in parks.  

 
Jim with Rockhill and South Moreland Neighborhood attended the City Planning 
Commission to support the (CHD) Cultural Heritage District. The Rockhill Clubhouse will be 
sold as a residential property and the tennis courts will be removed in the next nine 
months. It shows a good collaboration relationship with all the institutions involved.  

 
There were no other announcements. Bob presented Bruce with a token of our 
appreciation for his role as facilitator in the last year.  
 

 

7. Public Comments (None) 
 

 

8. Adjourn 
 

 

The next meeting is August 2, 2017. A Special meeting will be scheduled on September 6, 
2017 for final review of the Master Plan. 

 
No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm. Submitted by Dee Evans 


