
 
 

Sunday, June 17th, 2018 

KcEMA, Kansas City Electronic Music and Arts Alliance  
1:00pm, Nelson Atkins Museum of Art: Cloister Room 
 

 

The Cloister room at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art is a transcendent place in time. 

The peaceful quality of the structure, said to be taken from a 14th Century French 

monastery, transmits an atmosphere of meditation, reflection, and study. Michael Miller, 

the director of this year’s UMKC Composition Workshop, considered this space to be an 

ideal location for a collaboration with composers from the Kansas City Electronic Music 

and Arts Alliance. As a result of the partnership, new musical works have been composed 

which not only draw direct inspiration from the time period, but also utilize modern 

technology to bring fresh life to old styles. Composers Jeff Borowiec, Reynold 

Simposon, and Michael Miller have written contrapuntal compositions in the Medieval 

and Renaissance styles for singers Jessica Salley and Elizabeth Toepfer, each inspired by 

a painting from the outer walls of the room. Christina Butera, Eli Houghland, and Cody 

Kauhl, who specialize in electronic music, created companion pieces to these works, 

adding another layer of 21st century modernity. The result will be an intriguing and 

mystical exploration of how the distant past can remain a source of musical inspiration. 

 

 

The UMKC Composition Workshop offers composers of all levels an opportunity to 

broaden their horizons and hone their craft, through a mix of classes and small group 

session with UMKC composition faculty and guest composers.   

This year, the Workshop’s premier performance will take place in the Nelson Atkin’s 

Medieval Cloister, Sunday June 17th, 1 pm.  Through a partnership with the Kansas City 

Electronic Music and Arts Alliance, composers have created new works which not only 

draw direct inspiration from Cloister’s 14th Century French monastic setting, but also 

utilize modern technology to bring fresh life to old styles.  


